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Barents geographic features

The area of the Barents Euro-Arctic Region is roughly 1 755 800 
square kilometres, which is equivalent to the combined surface of 
France, Spain, Germany, Italy and the Netherlands, with a population
of approximately 6 million inhabitants. The region is very rich in 
natural resources such as fish, timber, minerals, oil and gas. It also has 
important processing and engineering industries, as well as high-quality 
universities, research institutions and science centres. The Barents 
region is characterised by harsh climatic conditions.
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Barents cooperation structure 

Between the BEAC meetings at foreign minister level every other year, 
work is organised by the Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), in 
close cooperation with the International Barents Secretariat (IBS). The 
IBS opened in Kirkenes, Norway, in January 2008. The IBS is bring-
ing new dynamism and continuity to cooperation, serving both the 
governmental and the regional levels.

The Barents cooperation framework has developed successfully in 
various fields and it combines experts and specialists from various
sectors. The main tools for implementing the policies of both the 
BEAC and the BRC are working groups and task forces, some of 
which are based on joint national and regional representation, some 
only on national and some only on regional representation. These
working groups and task forces cover the following spheres of
activities and interests: 

Working group with an advisory role to the councils on both national 
and regional level 
– indigenous peoples 

Working groups and task forces on national level
– economy
– forestry
– environment
– customs cooperation
– transport
– youth policy

Working groups and task forces on joint national and regional level
– health and related social issues
– education and research
– energy
– culture
– tourism
– rescue and emergency services

Working groups on regional level
– environment
– communications
– youth issues
– investments and economic cooperation
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